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Call	  to	  Artists	  	  
Public	  Art	  for	  the	  Unity-‐Parkside	  Health	  Center	  

	  
765	  Kenilworth	  Terrace,	  NE	  (@	  Hayes	  Street,	  near	  Parkside	  Footbridge)	  

	  
Issued	  by	  

The	  Government	  of	  the	  District	  of	  Columbia	  
DC	  Commission	  on	  the	  Arts	  and	  Humanities	  

200	  I	  (eye)	  Street,	  SE	  
Washington,	  DC	  20004	  

dcarts.dc.gov	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
RFQ	  Application	  due	  by:	  	  Thursday,	  March	  4,	  2013	  at	  5:30pm.	  
Semi-‐finalists	  Design	  Proposals	  due	  by:	  May	  10,	  2013	  at	  5:30pm	  
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Who	  We	  Are	  

The	   DC	   Commission	   on	   the	   Arts	   and	   Humanities	   (DCCAH)	   provides	   grants,	   professional	  
opportunities,	   education	   enrichment,	   and	   other	   programs	   and	   services	   to	   individuals	   and	  
nonprofit	  organizations	  in	  all	  communities	  within	  the	  District	  of	  Columbia.	  

Our	  Mission	  at	   the	  DCCAH	   is	   to	  provide	  grant	   funds,	  programs	  and	  educational	  activities	   that	  
encourage	   diverse	   artistic	   expressions	   and	   learning	   opportunities,	   so	   that	   all	   District	   of	  
Columbia	  residents	  and	  visitors	  can	  experience	  the	  rich	  culture	  of	  our	  city.	  	  	  

DCCAH’s	   DC	   Creates!	   Public	   Art	   Program	   purchases,	   commissions,	   and	   installs	   artworks	   for	  
public	   sites	   throughout	   the	   District	   of	   Columbia.	   The	   DC	   Creates!	   Public	   Art	   mission	   is	   to	  
maintain	  a	  quality	  public	  collection	  of	  diverse	  media	  and	  to	  create	  a	  dynamic,	  vibrant,	  nurturing	  
community	   through	   art	   and	   design.	   	   Our	   program	   gives	   opportunities	   for	   individuals	   to	  
encounter	   art	   in	   parks,	   libraries,	   community	   centers,	   government	   offices,	   bridges	   and	   other	  
public	   venues;	   we	   simultaneously	   enrich	   residents	   and	   visitors	   daily	   lives	   and	   give	   voice	   to	  
artists.	  The	  collection	  includes	  more	  than	  100	  public	  art	  works	  and	  over	  2,100	  works	  in	  the	  Art	  
Bank	  collection.	  	  	  

Opportunity	  

The	  DC	  Commission	   on	   the	  Arts	   and	  Humanities	   (DCCAH)	   seeks	   an	   artist	   or	   artist	   team	  with	  
significant	  3-‐dimensional	  experience	  to	  design,	  fabricate	  and	  install	  a	  permanent	  public	  artwork	  
for	   the	   new	   Unity-‐Parkside	   Community	   Health	   Center,	   in	   the	   Kenilworth-‐Parkside	  
neighborhood,	  located	  in	  the	  Northeast	  quadrant	  of	  Washington,	  DC.	  	  Kenilworth-‐	  Parkside	  is	  a	  
residential	  neighborhood	  located	  in	  Ward	  7.	  	  

There	  are	  two	  (2)	  selection	  processes:	  	  	  

• Request	   for	   Qualifications	   (RFQ),	   whereby	   an	   Artist	   and/or	   Team	   submits	   samples	   of	  
prior	  work	  public	  art	  projects	  demonstrating	  five	  years	  of	  site	  –specific	  and/or	  public	  art	  
experience;	  preference	  will	  be	  given	  to	  artists	  who	  reside	  in	  Ward	  7	  of	  D.C.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

APPLICATION	  DEADLINE	  MARCH	  4,	  2013,	  5:30PM/	  SEMI-‐FINALISTS	  ANNOUNCED	  APRIL	  
1,	  2013	  

• Conduct	   semi-‐finalists	   site	   visits	   and	  community	   input	   session(s).	   Submittal	  of	   a	   site	  –
specific	  design	  proposal	  

SITE	  SPECIFIC	  DESIGN	  PROPOSAL	  DEADLINE	  MAY	  10,	  2013	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

The	  finalist	  will	  be	  selected	  through	  a	  DCCAH	  panel	  selection	  process.	  The	  overarching	  goal	  of	  
this	  project	  is	  to	  create	  a	  unique	  landmark	  that	  expresses	  the	  character,	  strength	  and	  vibrancy	  
of	   the	  neighborhood.	  The	  artwork	  must	  also	  compliment	  the	  architecture	  of	   the	   facility.	   	  The	  
permanent	   installation	   should	   help	   to	   generate	   and	   reinforce	   a	   sense	   of	   place	   in	   the	  
community.	  	  	  	  
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The	  artwork	  should	  be	  placed	  and	  installed	  within	  a	  365	  square	  foot	  parcel	  of	  grass	  (27’-‐0”	  x	  13’-‐
6”)	   on	   the	   north	   side	   of	   the	   facility.	   	   See	   Exhibit	   A	   for	   detailed	   drawing.	   	   Artwork(s)	   must	   be	  
durable,	  safe,	  weather	  resistant,	  and	  require	  minimal	  maintenance.	   	  Uplighting	  can	  be	  provided.	  	  
No	  water	  source	  is	  available.	  

Project	  Goals	  

• Create	  a	  unique	  work	  of	  art	  that	  engages	  the	  mind	  &	  inspires	  residents	  of	  all	  ages	  
• Generate	  &	  reinforce	  a	  sense	  of	  place	  within	  the	  community	  
• Engage	  with	  the	  rich	  history	  of	  the	  neighborhood	  	  
• Expressing	  the	  spirit	  of	  wellness	  and	  the	  culture	  of	  the	  Kenilworth-‐	  Parkside	  community	  	  
• Contribute	  to	  Ward	  7’s	  Creative	  Economy	  	  
• Compliment	  the	  architecture	  of	  the	  new	  healthcare	  facility	  	  

Community	  Context	  

The	  new	  health	  center	  will	  be	  located	  just	  down	  the	  road	  from	  the	  Kenilworth	  Park	  and	  Aquatic	  
Gardens,	   a	  National	  Park	  Service	   site	   that	  boasts	   some	  of	   the	  most	  beautiful	  water	   lilies	  and	  
lotus	   flowers	   in	   the	  months	   of	   June	   and	   July.	   These	   famous	   blossoms	   are	   just	   one	   piece	   of	  
Kenilworth-‐Parkside’s	   rich	  history.	   In	   present	  day,	   the	   community	   is	   largely	   residential	   and	   is	  
actively	   invested	   in	   helping	   bring	   the	   changes	   that	   will	   define	   a	   positive	   future.	   Recently	  
identified	   as	   a	   DC	   Promise	   neighborhood,	   Kenilworth-‐Parkside	   is	   experiencing	   a	   renewed	  
investment	   in	   neighborhood	   revitalization	   and	   educating	   youth.	   Through	   surveys	   issued	   by	  
DCCAH,	  it	  was	  a	  reoccurring	  theme	  that	  this	  public	  art	  project	  engage	  with	  the	  local	  history	  and	  
help	  educate	  and	  inspire	  youth.	  	  	  
	  
About	  the	  Unity-‐Parkside	  Community	  Health	  Center	  
	  
The	   Unity–	   Parkside	   Community	   Health	   Center	   is	   the	   first	   construction	   of	   a	   community	   health	  
center	   in	   Ward	   7	   with	   the	   Medical	   Homes	   DC	   grant	   program.	   The	   three-‐story	   building	   is	  
approximately	  42,000	  sq.	  ft.	  	  In	  addition,	  there	  will	  be	  two	  floors	  of	  underground	  parking.	  The	  new	  
health	  center	  replaces	  the	  Hunt	  Place	  clinic,	  which	  is	  a	  13,500	  sq.	  ft.,	  run-‐down	  building	  with	  no	  
windows,	  delivering	  services	  to	  roughly	  16,000	  patient	  visits	  per	  year.	  We	  anticipate	  that	  the	  new	  
facility	  will	  have	  the	  capacity	  to	  schedule	  more	  than	  50,000	  patient	  visits.	  	  Services	  to	  be	  provided	  
include	   primary	   care	   adult	   medicine,	   walk-‐in	   care,	   obstetrics	   and	   gynecology,	   pediatrics,	  
infectious	   disease,	   ophthalmology	   and	   optometry,	   behavioral	   medicine,	   social	   services,	  
podiatry,	   dental,	   pharmacy,	   lab,	   and	  WIC.	   The	   addition	   of	   this	   new	   health	   center	   in	  Ward	   7	  
represents	   a	  major	   transformation	   in	   primary	   health	   care	   for	   the	   neighborhood,	   as	  well	   as	   the	  
District.	  	  	  	  
 
Eligibility	  
	  
The	   competition	   is	   open	   nationally	   to	   professional	   artists	  with	   five	   years	   of	   site-‐specific	   and/or	  
public	   art	   experience;	   however	   preference	   will	   be	   given	   to	   artists	   who	   reside	   the	   District	   of	  
Columbia,	  more	  specifically	  in	  Ward	  7.	  	  Artists	  should	  have	  experience	  working	  with	  community	  
representatives,	   youth,	   businesses	   and	   government	   entities.	   It	   is	   also	   important	   that	   if	   the	  
artist(s)	   selected	   for	   the	   project	   are	   not	   already	   very	   familiar	   with	   the	   Kenilworth-‐	   Parkside	  
Community	  they	  should	  be	  willing	  to	  actively	  engage	  and	  collaborate	  with	  local	  residents.	  	  
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Selection	  Criteria	  &	  Process	  
	  
The	   selection	   committee,	   representing	   diverse	   interests	   and	   expertise,	   will	   review	   images	  
submitted	  by	  artists	  and	  recommend	  between	  (3)	   three	  to	  (5)	   five	  Semi-‐Finalists.	   	  Each	  Semi-‐
Finalist	  will	  be	  awarded	  a	  $1000	  honorarium	  to	  create	  a	  site-‐specific	  design	  proposal	  that	  would	  
include	   a	   scale	   model	   or	   rendering,	   an	   itemized	   budget,	   a	   project	   timeline,	   and	   a	   project	  
narrative.	   Out-‐of-‐the-‐area	   artists	   are	   eligible	   to	   receive	   a	   moderate	   allowance	   for	  
transportation	  costs	  to	  present	  the	  proposal	  to	  the	  panel.	   	  Semi-‐Finalists	  must	  be	  available	  to	  
attend	  a	  site	  visit	  and	  community	  meeting(s)	  in	  April	  2013.	  
	  
After	  the	  site-‐visit	  and	  community	  meeting(s),	  the	  semi-‐finalist	  must	  present	  their	  proposals	  at	  
a	  community	  Open	  House.	  	  This	  will	  give	  the	  broader	  Ward	  7	  community	  a	  chance	  to	  view	  the	  
proposals	  and	  hear	  the	  artist's	  intent.	  	  After	  the	  Open	  House	  session,	  semi-‐finalists	  will	  present	  
their	  work	   to	   the	   selection	  committee.	   	   The	   selection	  committee	  will	   review	   the	  designs	  and	  
recommend	  (1)	  one	  finalist/team	  for	  the	  project.	  	  	  
	  
The	  design	  proposal	  and	  the	  selection	  committee’s	  recommendations	  will	  be	  forwarded	  to	  the	  
DCCAH	   Board	   of	   Commissioners	   for	   review	   and	   final	   approval.	   The	   artist	   whose	   design	   is	  
approved	   will	   then	   enter	   into	   an	   agreement	   with	   DCCAH	   for	   final	   design,	   fabrication	   and	  
installation	  of	  the	  artwork.	  
	  
Websites	  and	  Resources	  
	  
Please	   use	   these	   websites	   for	   reference	   about	   the	   Kenilworth-‐Parkside	   community,	   the	  
Community	  Health	  Center	  and	  the	  arts	  community	  in	  ward	  7.	  	  	  
	  

o Ward	  7	  Arts	  Collaborative	  	  
o Ward	  7	  Connections	  Blog	  	  	  
o DC	  Primary	  Care	  Association	  	  
o DC	  Historic	  Preservation	  Office	  	  

	  
Budget	  	  	  
	  
The	  total	  budget	   is	  $70,000.	   	  This	  must	   include	  all	  artists’	  fees	  and	  costs	  associated	  with	  design,	  
fabrication,	   travel,	   transportation	   of	   work	   to	   the	   site,	   insurance,	   permits,	   installation	   and	  
documentation	  of	  the	  artwork.	  	  	  
	  
Calendar	  and	  Timeline	  
	  
February	  7,	  2013	   	   	   Issue	  RFQ	  –	  Call	  to	  Artists	  
	   	  
March	  4,	  2013	  	   	   	   Application	  Deadline	  
	  
April	  1,	  2013	   	   	   Announcement	  of	  Semi-‐Finalists	  	  
	  
April	  11,	  2013	   	   	   Sites	  Visits	  &	  Community	  Meetings	  for	  Semi-‐Finalists	  
	  
May	  10,	  2013	   	   	   Design	  Proposals	  Due	  to	  DCCAH	  
	  
May	  17,	  2013	   	   	   Presentations	  of	  Design	  Proposals	  to	  Panel	   	   	  
	  
May	  31,	  2013	   	   	   Announcement	  of	  Selected	  Artist(s)	  
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June	  2013	  	   	   	   Presentation	  to	  Commission	  of	  Fine	  Arts	  	  
	  
June	  2013	  	   	   	   Permitting	  and	  Fabrication	  commences	  	  	  
	  
December	  2013	   	   	   Installation	  of	  Artwork	  
	  
Early	  2014/	  TBD	  	   	   	   Dedication	  of	  building	  and	  public	  artwork	  
	  
	  
RFQ	  SUBMISSION	  REQUIREMENTS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(Design	  proposals	  are	  NOT	  accepted	  at	  this	  stage.)	  

o Complete	  APPLICATION	  FORM.	  	  	  

o One	   Page	   Letter	   of	   Intent	   stating	   your	   interest	   in	   and	   qualifications	   for	   the	   project.	  	  
Describe	   in	  detail	   the	  approach	   to	  engage	   the	  community.	   	  Within	   the	   letter,	  outline	  
your	  past	  working	  with	  the	  community.	  

o Up	   to	   10	   DIGITAL	   images	   of	   previous	   artwork.	   	   Images	   should	   be	   numbered	   to	  
correspond	  with	   the	   Image	   identification	   list.	   	   Example:	   01_Jones;	   02_Jones.	   Digital	  
images	   should	   be	   submitted	   on	   a	   CD-‐R	   or	   Zip	   Drive.	   	   Do	   not	   embed	   images	   into	  
PowerPoint	   or	   submit	   moving	   image	   or	   audio	   files.	   	   Images	   submitted	   in	   any	   other	  
format	  than	  jpgs	  will	  be	  disqualified.	  	  

o Current	  artistic	  RESUME	  highlighting	  experience	  with	  site-‐specific	  work	  and	  public	  art	  
commissions.	  

o SELF-‐ADDRESSED	   STAMPED	   ENVELOPE	   with	   sufficient	   postage	   and	   large	   enough	   to	  
accommodate	  you	  slides	  and	  protection	  for	  your	  slides	  if	  you	  would	  like	  them	  returned.	  

o Please	  make	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  application	  to	  keep	  for	  your	  records.	  

	  
QUESTIONS?	  
	  
Contact	  Tonya	  Jordan	  at	  
Tonya.Jordan@dc.gov	  
or	  Mary	  Beth	  Brown	  at	  	  
MaryBeth.Brown@dc.gov	  
(202)	  724-‐5613	  phone	  
(202)	  727-‐3148	  TDD	  	  	  
	  
MAIL	  OR	  DELIVER	  ENTRIES	  TO:	  
DC	  Commission	  on	  the	  Arts	  
Attn:	  Parkside	  Community	  Health	  Center	  
200	  I	  (eye)	  St.	  SE,	  Suite	  1400	  
Washington,	  DC	  20003	  
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APPLICATION	  FORM	  
Unity-‐Parkside	  Community	  Health	  Center	  Public	  Art	  Project	  
DEADLINE	  DATE:	  	  Monday,	  March	  4th	  at	  5:30PM	  
	  
Name	  _________________________________________________________________________	  

	  
Address	  _______________________________________________________________________	  
	  
City	  __________________________________	  State	  ____________	  Zip	  ____________________	  
	  
Daytime	  Phone______________________________________Email	  _______________________	  
	  

IMAGE	  IDENTIFICATION	  LIST	  
	  
	  
1.	  	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

2.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

3.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

	  
4.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  
	  

5.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

	  
6.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  
	  

7.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

	  
8.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  
	  

9.	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  

	  
10_____________________________________________________________________________________	  

Title	  	   Materials	   	   Dimensions	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Year/Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Budget/Price	  
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Exhibit	  A	  

Unity-‐Parkside	  Community	  Health	  Center	  Layout	  
	  
	  	  

	  
	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Location	  for	  artwork(s)	  	  
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Evaluation	  Criteria	  
First	  Round	  Review	  Criteria	  
	  
Artistic	  Mastery	  –	  40%	  	  
•	  Applicant	  demonstrated	  a	  competent	  mastery	  of	  the	  chosen	  medium	  	  
•	  Applicant	  experience	  with	  site	  specific	  and/or	  public	  art	  projects	  	  
•	  Applicant’s	  past	  work	  exhibits	  high	  quality,	  innovation	  and	  creativity	  	  
	  
Community	  Engagement	  –	  30%	  	  
•	  Letter	  of	  Intent	  demonstrates	  interest	  and	  in	  the	  project	  and	  offers	  a	  solid	  approach	  to	  
community	  engagement	  
•	  Letter	  of	  Intent	  addresses	  the	  historical	  and	  cultural	  history	  of	  the	  Kenilworth-‐Parkside	  
neighborhood.	  	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  past	  experience	  working	  with	  community	  representatives,	  landscape	  architects,	  
business	  and	  government	  entities	  	  
	  
Managerial	  Capability	  –	  30%	  	  
•	  Applicants	  past	  work	  demonstrates	  the	  ability	  to	  implement	  and	  complete	  the	  project	  	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  experience	  in	  producing	  similar	  apprentice	  and/or	  community	  outreach	  
programs	  	  
•	  Applicant	  demonstrates	  the	  capacity	  to	  complete	  this	  project	  on	  time	  and	  on	  budget	  	  	  
	  
Finalists	  Review	  Criteria	  
	  
Artistic	  Mastery	  –	  30%	  	  
•	  Applicant	  demonstrates	  a	  competent	  mastery	  of	  the	  chosen	  medium	  	  
•	  Applicant’s	  proposal	  exhibits	  high	  quality,	  innovation	  and	  creativity	  	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  incorporated	  and	  translated	  the	  Parkside	  neighborhood’s	  rich	  history	  in	  a	  
thoughtful	  and	  creative	  way.	  	  
	  
Community	  Engagement	  –	  35%	  	  
•	  Project	  proposal	  offers	  shared	  learning	  opportunities	  for	  Parkside/Ward	  7	  and	  District	  
residents	  that	  facilitate	  a	  greater	  participation	  in	  the	  arts.	  	  
•	  Project	  proposal	  addresses	  needs	  of	  the	  community	  	  
•	  Applicant's	  proposal	  involves	  the	  community	  in	  the	  planning	  and	  fabrication	  of	  project	  
activities	  	  
	  
Financial	  and	  Managerial	  Capability	  –	  35%	  	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  realistic	  planning	  	  
•	  Applicant	  demonstrates	  ability	  to	  implement	  and	  complete	  the	  project	  	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  experience	  in	  producing	  similar	  projects	  
•	  Applicant	  has	  realistic/accurate	  budget	  


