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Friday, May 22, 2026
 5 PM ET
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FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD

For Black, Indigenous, Person of Color-led organizations headquartered in NE and SE, DC. 



FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD PROGRAM GOALS

Provide access to high-quality arts and humanities experiences for
residents of the NE and SE quadrants of the District of Columbia.

Enhance the quality of life of District residents by supporting vibrant
community identities through the arts and humanities.

Support activities that highlight and elevate the creative excellence and
accomplishments of arts organizations headquartered in NE and SE DC. 

By issuing the East Arts grant awards CAH endeavors to:



FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD GRANT ACTIVITIES
East Arts is open for arts and humanities projects of all sizes that
demonstrate District impact in NE and SE DC and engage District residents
and visitors. 

Community-based projects that share characteristics such a
geographic location, common interests, or community impact. 
Projects may include, but are not limited to; 

concerts
visual arts exhibitions 
literary readings
projects that feature: 

dance
folk art
film
music 
theatre
other art forms



FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD AWARD INFORMATION

The total amount of funding to be awarded is contingent upon
the final FY27 Commission on the Arts and Humanities budget.

The anticpated number of awards is contingent on the number
of applicants.

The Maximum Amount for Awards is up to $35,000 but the top
amount award will vary based on the final FY27 budget.

There is no requirement for matching funds. 

East Arts is a Project/Program based grant.

The FY27 fiscal period is October 1, 2026 - September 30, 2027 



ELIGIBILITY

have been incorporated federally as a nonprofit with a federally
designated tax-exempt status under 501(c)(3) of the US Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) code for at least one year prior to the application deadline
date (May 22 )  nd

be registered with and authorized to do business in the District as either a
“Domestic” or “Foreign” entity as filed with the DC Department of Licensing
and Consumer Protection (DLCP) https://dlcp.dc.gov/

Have an active board of directors

Register and comply with the regulatory requirements of pertinent
government agencies including, but not limited to:

DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
DC Office of The Chief Financial Officer 
DC Department of Employment Services 
US Internal Revenue Service

to be eligible for an East Arts award, applicants must:
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https://dlcp.dc.gov/


be current on all  taxes and liablities owed to the District or have an
approved plan to resolve such taxes and libalities with the DC Office of
Tax and Revenue (OTR) https://mytax.dc.gov

be in good standing with CAH

have a principal business office address located in NE or SE quadrant of
District of Columbia matching the address on the Certificate of Liability
insurance and IRS Form W9

identify as a Black, Indigenous, or Person of Color (BIPOC) centered
organization. This distinction includes at least one of the following criteria: 

at least 66% of staff identify as Black, Indigenous, and people of color
(BIPOC).
at least 51% of the board, steering committee, or other leadership body
and volunteers in leadership positions identify as BIPOC.
the executive director or highest paid staff member, identify as a
BIPOC individual.

to be eligible for an East Arts award, applicants must:
ELIGIBILITY (continued.)FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD



INELIGIBLE APPLICATIONS
Individuals 

Applicants are prohibited from submitting East Arts applications for projects
that feature temporary or permanent public art projects. 

Arts and humanities organizations with 51% of it’s programming taking place
outside of the District of Columbia.

Tax-Exempt organizations other than 501(c)(3) designated entities.

Private clubs and organizations that prohibit membership based upon race,
gender, color, religion, or any other classes identified in the District of
Columbia Human Rights Act.

Organizations that require “fiscal agents”; for-profit organizations; private
foundations, political organizations; colleges; universities; foreign
governments; federal government entities; and other District of Columbia
government agencies, including DC Public Schools.

Organizations applying whose content is combined with the application of
another organization; proposed projects must be “stand-alone” projects.

FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD



SUMBITTABLEFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD

https://dccommissionontheartshumanities.submittable.com/submit

https://dccommissionontheartshumanities.submittable.com/submit


SUMBITTABLEFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD

If you don’t have a submittable account If you do have a submittable account



SUMBITTABLEFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD

Eligibility Questions
you must answer all 5 questions to begin your application.



SUMBITTABLEFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD
Eligibility Questions
1. Is the applicant organization registered to do business in the District of

Columbia? 

2. Is the organization incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, as shown by an IRS
determination letter dated at least one year prior to the application deadline?

3.Does the organization have its principal business office address in either the NE
or SE quadrants of the District of Columbia? 

4.Does the organization identify as a BIPOC-centered organization (Black,
Indigenous, and people of color) with: 

a.At least 66% of staff identifying as Black, Indigenous, and people of color
(BIPOC). 

b.At least 51% of the board, steering committee, or other leadership body and
volunteers in leadership positions identifying as BIPOC.

c.The executive director, highest paid staff member (or equivalent), identifying
as a BIPOC individual. 

5.Has the applicant thoroughly read the guidelines for the program to which they
are applying and understood the process and conditions for applying to CAH? 
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If you would like a copy of the
application questions outside

of the Submittable portal,
please reach out directly. 



USE OF AIFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD

1.Has artificial intelligence (AI) been used in the creation of
any part of the application narrative? 

 
2.Has artificial intelligence (AI) been used in the creation of any of

the support materials or work samples, for the application? 

Applicants are permitted to use AI in the creation, editing, and
formatting of their application narratives. The answer to this

question will be used for internal CAH purposes only and will not be
shared with review panelists.

Applicants are permitted to use AI in the creation of their work
samples and support materials. The answer to this question will be
shared with review panelists. Applicants are strongly encouraged

to reference the review criteria in the grant guidelines to help
guide them in their use of AI in their creative process.



Application Review Criteria

Category Weight

Arts, Humanities, or Arts Education Merit 40%

Community Access & Engagement (NE
& SE Quadrants)
 

20%

Community Impact 20%

Capacity and Sustainability 20%

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND
SELECTION PROCESSFY27 EAST ARTS AWARD



Work Samples

Work samples must be no more than three
(3) years old from the date of submission.
Submitting older work samples may render
the application ineligible for funding
consideration.

Support Materials

letters of support from teaching artists or  
participants 
Awards
Programs
Articles or publications

Résumés of Key Personnel

Including:
Directors

Managing Directors
Executive Directors
Artistic Directors, etc.

Teaching artists
Administrative Personnel 
Provide roles, areas of responsibility, and
ward or state of residence.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
FY27 EAST ARTS AWARD MANDATORY DOCUMENTS



Certificate of Clean Hands
Issued within thirty (30) days of the application deadline.
Applicants may visit the following site to obtain more
information: https://mytax.dc.gov/.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
MANDATORY DOCUMENTS

you must create an
account with

mytax.dc.gov 

Validate an existing
clean hands.

Login and request a
certificate of clean
hands.

 
If your Clean Hands
Certificate comes
back non-compliant,
you can work on
becoming compliant.

https://mytax.dc.gov/


Statement of Certification Please complete a new SOC even if you have completed one
before. The SOC must match the date of submission.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
MANDATORY DOCUMENTS

page 1 page 4



Signed IRS Form W-9

W-9 cannot list a P.O. BOX. The applicant’s address must
match the address in the grants portal, the address on
file in the DC Government’s vendor supplier portal (DIFS),
and in the DC Supplier Portal. The March 2024 version of
the form must be used and have the same date as the
EA application submission.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
MANDATORY DOCUMENTS

Address cannot be a PO Box, it must match the Certificate of Clean Hands, 
the address in the grant portal and the address in the DC Gov Supplier Portal.

Must be form W-9 (Rev. March 2024)



CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
Signed  IRS Form W-9

Date must match 
date of submission.

Signature of
authorized

representative.



Certificate of General Liability Insurance
(COI)

If awarded, a valid certificate of insurance will be
requested and verified before grant funds can be
distributed.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
MANDATORY DOCUMENTS

A Certificate of General Liability Insurance is a
one page document. 

It should have the Acord logo in the upper
left hand corner, and “Acord 25” in the lower
left hand corner. 

It should name your organization as the
INSURED.

A COI comes from either your insurance
provider or your insurance broker. 

No one in your organization should be
adding to or retracting anything from your
COI. 

Questionable Certificates of Insurance will
be verified directly with the insurance
provider.



Balance Sheet From most recently completed fiscal year.

Current Organizational Budget
Approved by the organization’s Board of
Directors.

IRS 501(c)(3) Letter of Determination. 501c(3) letter of determination.

IRS Form 990 Most-recently filed.

List of current Board of Directors
Provide board roles (e.g. president, treasurer,
etc.), responsibilities.

Profit and Loss Statement From most recently completed fiscal quarter.

CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
MANDATORY DOCUMENTS



CRITERIA, REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS
OTHER FY27 GRANTS TO CONSIDER

Project Events and Festivals (PEFo) currently open, closes May 22

Capital Projects Grant Program (CAP) opens June 2 - July 7 

Arts Education opens June 2 - July 7
Arts Education and Humanities Projects (AHEP)
Field Trip Experiences (FTE)

Public Art
Public Art Building Communities (PABC) currently open, closes July 27
Art Bank
Art Exhibition Grant (AEG)
Civic Commissioned Projects
Color the Curb
MuralsDC
Public Art Building Communities (PABC)

https://dcarts.dc.gov/page/arts-education-grants
https://dcarts.dc.gov/node/1578101
https://dcarts.dc.gov/public-art/art-bank
https://dcarts.dc.gov/node/400382
https://dcarts.dc.gov/page/muralsdc


The DC Commission on the Arts and
Humanities (CAH) is looking for people to

help review grant applications. Panelists play
an important role in our grant process. They
read applications, share their perspectives,

and score each one. These scores help
determine which applicants receive funding.

CALL FOR PANELISTS
dcarts.dc.gov/page/apply-be-cah-panelist

https://dcarts.dc.gov/page/apply-be-cah-panelist




CONTACT ME
Patience Rowe

East Arts Grant Manager

202.579.8504  (mobile)

202.299.3543 (desk)

patience.rowe@dc.gov
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