
Business of the Arts: 

DC Permitting Process
Moderator

Kerry Kennedy, Public Art Coordinator, CAH Staff 

Panelists
DC Department of Buildings contact, DeeCelia Peoples
DC Department of Transportation, Public Space contact, Tiffany Tenbrook
DC State Historic Preservation Office, DC Office of Planning contact, Andrew Lewis
DC Department of Parks and Recreation contact, Peter Nohrden
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FY24 PUBLIC ART BUILDING COMMUNITIES RFA
Qualified individual artists or organizations for Public Art Building Communities Grant Program (PABC)

Application Deadline:  Friday, July 17, 2023, 8:59pm

Supports individual artists and organizations in their effort to design, fabricate and 
install new temporary or permanent works of public art that connect artists (and their 
artwork) with communities. 

Multiple awards in varying amounts.

Individuals:   Requests up to $75,000
Organizations:  Request up to $125,000
BIDs*    Request up to $150,000 *Business Improvement Districts 

Grant application process is competitive and subject to the availability of funds.

Staff Contact:  Kerry.Kennedy@dc.gov
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Unity Perch, by Zachary Oxman 
Shaw Main Street, 
FY20 PABC – Organization 

Warming Waters, by Monica Jahan Bose 
FY20 PABC – Individuals (Temporary)
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Proposed FY 23 
PABC Project 

SWBID

Gallery of 
Southwest: 
Celebrating the 
Past, Present, 
and Future

Location
500-600 4th 
Street SW - 395 
Underpass
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Proposed FY 
23 PABC 
Project 

SWBID

Gallery of 
Southwest: 
Celebrating 
the Past, 
Present, and 
Future

Location
500-600 4th 
Street SW - 
395 
Underpass



PROGRAM GOALS

By making its PABC grant awards, CAH endeavors to: 

• Encourage the creation and installation of original high-quality public art works within the 
District of Columbia. 

• Develop meaningful opportunities to connect artists to communities. 

• Provide exposure and participation to the community in the public art making process. 

• Further learning or discovery opportunities that may be present through public art 
installations. 

• Support the creation of public art by DC resident artists. 

• Promote robust and diverse artistic expression that resonate with residents of the District 
of Columbia. 

• Contribute to the District of Columbia’s public art collection in the built environment.
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Permanent vs Temporary

Permanent Projects

More than one year without a deinstallation plan

Temporary Projects 

Up to two years and must include a deinstallation plan. Must be removed at the 
conclusion of its lifespan as part of the grant funding

All projects require minimal routine maintenance

7



✓ ALL Applicants MUST submit a written permit verification to identify whether permits and 
approvals are needed to complete the proposed project from at least (3) of the following DC 
agencies and offices: 

• DC Department of Buildings (DOB) regarding building and occupancy permits.

• DC Department of Transportation (DDOT), Public Space regarding public space permits. 

• DC Office of Planning (DCOP) - Historical Preservation Office (HPO)  Regarding projects 

impacting historic property or designated areas (Applicants are encouraged to visit 

PropertyQuest DC to obtain information about project site)

• DC Parks and Recreation (DPR) only if your project occurs in a DC Park.
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DC AGENCY PROJECT REVIEW – PERMIT VERIFICATION 



✓ Written permit verification and agency project review must be 
provided directly from at least (3) agencies DOB, DDOT, DCOP/HOP, 
DPR on agency letterhead addressed to CAH. 

✓ Contact information is provided in the Guidelines on Page(s) 18. 
Provide the site location address, plans/illustrations, narrative 
descriptions that explain exactly what is being proposed.

✓ Plan early and contact the agencies regarding their processes to 
obtain written verification. 

✓ Applications without written permit verification will be deemed 
incomplete and considered ineligible.
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DC AGENCY PROJECT REVIEW – PERMIT VERIFICATION 
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Applicants are encouraged to visit PropertyQuest DC to 

obtain information about the location of your project. 

This website identifies whether the address of your 

project is located within a historic district, affects a 

landmark, or owned by the District of Columbia and/or 

in public space. 

Visit https://propertyquest.dc.gov/ . Enter the address 

to determine whether the address of your project will be 

impacted by these further approvals. However, you still 

must reach out to all these entities to determine 

whether permits are necessary and other 

construction/installation requirements and permits.

https://propertyquest.dc.gov/
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7-Business Day SLA for all other types of applications: The application and supporting 
documentation is screened and accepted for review.  

Each division shall review and approve the C of O application within 7-business days from 
the date of application acceptance

The SLA clock stops:

Until the division receives information requested from the applicant (when applicable); or

When an inspection is required. 

C of O application and supporting documents submitted to COAPP@dc.gov 

1-Business Day SLA for change of ownership applications only: If it meets the following 
standards:

No change other than the ownership;

No construction activity has occurred;

The prior C of O was issued less than 10 years ago and does not require an inspection;

The use listed on the issued C of O is the same as the proposed use.

These applications are applied for online at 
https://aca20.dcra.dc.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx 
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https://aca20.dcra.dc.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
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tiffany
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Marvin Gaye 

Bronze 
Sculpture by 
Vinnie Bagwell

DPR/DGS hired 
sculptor 
through 
proposals and 
maquettes

Installed at 
Marvin Gaye 
Recreation 
Center as part 
of the Capital 
Project 1% 
Budget for the 
Arts 
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Wishing on a Star:  

Painted Steel 

Sculpture by Sheila 

Crider

This was a piece 

relocated by CAH 
onto Fort Stanton 

originally from 

Saint 

Elizabeth's Campus
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NJ&O Park: Two 

potential 

sculptures 

needed through

Option A: 

Capital Project 

Budget 1% for 
the Arts

Option B: CAH 

Grant

Option C: 

Donation or 

relocation
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DC Department of Buildings Contact

To inquire about building/construction permits and requirements and, please contact Jill Byrd at the DC 

Department of Buildings at Jill.Byrd@dc.gov with a copy to kerry.kennedy@dc.gov . Please submit your 

request thirty (30) days prior to the grant application deadline.

DC Department of Transportation 

Stephen Varga at the DC Department of Transportation at Stephen.Varga@dc.gov with a copy to 

kerry.kennedy@dc.gov . Please submit your request at least two (2) weeks prior to the grant application 

deadline.

mailto:Jill.Byrd@dc.gov
mailto:kerry.kennedy@dc.gov
mailto:Stephen.Varga@dc.gov
mailto:kerry.kennedy@dc.gov
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Office of Planning Historical Preservation Contact

To inquire about the historic preservation status of your potential site, please contact Andrew Lewis at the DC 

Historic Preservation Office at Andrew.Lewis@dc.gov with a copy to kerry.kennedy@dc.gov  The timeframe for 

review is generally 30 (thirty) days from the date of receipt. Applicants are encouraged to submit review 

requests up to 45 (forty-five) days prior to the grant application deadline.

Department of Park and Recreation

If the project is anticipated to be on Department of Park and Recreation (DPR) property, please contact Tierney, 

Christopher (DPR) Christopher.Tierney@dc.gov with a copy to kerry.kennedy@dc.gov Please submit your 

request and supporting information noted above at least thirty (30) days prior to the grant application 

deadline. ANC awareness and/or approval is necessary before DPR can review the proposal.

mailto:Andrew.Lewis@dc.gov
mailto:kerry.kennedy@dc.gov
mailto:Christopher.Tierney@dc.gov
mailto:kerry.kennedy@dc.gov


For more information on Commission On The Arts and 
Humanities Public Art Grant Programs

Go to Our website at https://dcarts.dc.gov/service/public-art 

under Programs-Public Art-Grants
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https://dcarts.dc.gov/service/public-art


THANK YOU!
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