
 

FULL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES – September 28, 2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
The regular monthly meeting of the Commission on the Arts and Humanities (CAH) was called to order 
at 5:31 p.m. on Monday, September 28, 2026, in a hybrid format via Zoom in accordance with the Open 
Meetings Act. Chairperson Reggie Van Lee called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Reggie Van Lee (Chairperson), Gretchen Wharton (Vice Chairperson), Julianne 
Brienza (Secretary), Cecily Habimana, Demetrius Butler, Hector J. Torres, Maggie O'Neill, Cora 
Masters Barry, Kymber Menkiti, Dave Steadman, and Carla Sims. 
Members Absent: Janice Kim (Treasurer) 
 
QUORUM 
A quorum was established. The Chairperson noted that notice of the meeting was properly posted in 
the DC Register, on the CAH website (dcarts.dc.gov), and on the DC Office of Open Government 
central meeting calendar (open-dc.gov). The meeting was conducted in a hybrid format, live-streamed 
to YouTube, and recorded for public availability. 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Chairperson Van Lee delivered the Land Acknowledgment, paying respect to elders past and present 
and honoring the ancestral lands of the Nacotchtank and Piscataway people. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES 
The agenda for the September 28, 2026 meeting and the minutes from the previous regular monthly 
meeting held on August 17, 2026, were adopted by unanimous consent without objection. 
 
GRANTEE HIGHLIGHT 
The Commission recognized Laura Haygood from the DC History Center and Rebecca Lemos Otero of 
HumanitiesDC as its grantee highlights. Ms. Haygood shared the organizational background of the DC 
History Center (founded in 1894 as the Historical Society of Washington, D.C.) and its ongoing work 
documenting local District history, neighborhoods, and families. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairperson Van Lee opened the public comment period. Registered public speaker Johnny Peace 
was absent. The Commission received and noted a formal written proposal submitted by Hode Baba 
International LLC and Chatting AI. 
 
The proposal outlined a pilot concept for a Chat Edge AI Academy and an Art Talk Channel serving 10 
DC artists and 10 local youth. The program provides practical instruction in responsible AI use, digital 
storytelling, podcasting, audience engagement, and content moderation to produce real community arts 
programming and portfolios. The Commission thanked them for the submission and indicated the staff 
would review the recommendations. 



DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Executive Director Aaron Myers delivered the Director's Report, noting that the meeting marked the 
final session of fiscal year 2026 (FY26). The staff is actively wrapping up year-end financial and 
program operations while preparing for the transition to FY27, which includes hosting state arts 
agencies from across the country next month during the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies 
(NASAA) General Assembly. 
 
+ Director Myers highlighted several key cultural milestones and cross-community events supported by 
CAH since the last meeting: 
+ Strategic Planning: Following the community feedback phase, CAH is currently crafting its annual 
implementation plan to track progress, communicate milestones, and disseminate key data. 
+ Theater Week 2026: Supported and attended the season kickoff celebration at Arena Stage 
alongside local performance artists, artistic directors, and industry workers. 
African Heritage Month: Partnered on a panel discussion at the DC Public Library highlighting literary 
and historical narratives from the Eritrean and Ethiopian diasporas. 
+ Aspen Institute Arts Panel: Participated in "The Art of the How: How Artists Shape Communities," 
featuring a conversation with world-renowned sculptor Janet Echelman, attended by Commissioner 
Brienza. 
+ Hispanic Heritage Month: Delivered welcoming remarks at the Historic Lincoln Theater for the Miss 
and Mr. Fiesta D.C. 2026 pageant, marking an expanded three-year trend of programmatic participation 
within the local Latino community. 
+ Mid-Autumn Festival and Night Market: Partnered with the Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Island 
Affairs, delivering remarks and recognizing the architectural and structural legacy of the late Alfred H. 
Liu, designer of Chinatown's iconic Friendship Archway. 
+ Washington Ballet 50th Anniversary: Celebrated the golden anniversary of the Washington Ballet, 
noting that the event historically coincided with the 50th anniversary of Go-Go music in Washington, 
D.C. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Grants Committee | Gretchen Wharton, Chair 

Commissioner Wharton introduced Senior Grants Officer Nakia Chambers to lead the staff 

presentations for the FY27 programmatic grant recommendations. All raw panel numbers and variance 

cutoffs were vetted extensively by the Grants Committee, using outside expert panelists to preserve 

competitive scoring performance. The final recommendations were presented as a single slate: 

 

1. Arts and Humanities Education Projects (AHEP): Presented by Shari Feldman (on behalf of Mauricio 

Pita). The line targets DC-based educators, instructional staff, or teaching artists across four cohorts 

(in-school, out-of-school, older adults, and professional development) with a steady maximum award 

cap of $30,000 and no match requirements. Out of 55 applications, the panel recommended funding 32 

awardees under Scenario C (cutting right above the largest natural score divide at 70% of requested 

benchmarks) for a total allocation of $672,720. 

 

2. East Arts Program: Presented by Patience Rowe. This project-based line supports nonprofit 

organizations that identify as BIPOC-centered (defined as having at least 66% BIPOC executive staff 

and 66% BIPOC board governance) with a maximum request limit of $35,000. Out of 46 eligible 

submissions evaluated across three panels, the team recommended funding 32 awards at 90% of 



request values under a proportional funding formula. The maximum award is set at $31,818 and the 

minimum at $26,887, totaling an allocation of $962,773. 

 

3. Field Trip Experience: Presented by Nakia Chambers (on behalf of Andrea Bright). This grant 

provides up to $30,000 with no match requirement to support field trip ticketing, classroom educator 

professional development, and student workshop logistics across two distinct panel cohorts. Out of 33 

applicants, the team recommended funding 26 awardees spanning Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 under 

Scenario B, for a total of $623,049. 

 

4. Project Events or Festivals for Organizations (PEFO): Presented by Lucy Hernandez. This project 

line excludes entities receiving General Operating Support (GOS) funding. Using a curved scoring 

method to normalize scores across four specific panel segments (festivals, events, mixed, and 

projects), the team identified natural cutoff thresholds. Out of 57 submitted applications, CAH 

recommended funding 30 organizations under Scenario A, totaling $728,974. 

 

GOS Funding Note: Commissioner Wharton clarified that General Operating Support (GOS) lines were 

deferred and will be addressed in October once definitive year-end finance balances are finalized. 

 

Public Arts Committee | Carla Sims, Chair 

Commissioner Sims reported a highly productive cycle, highlighting the ongoing success of the DC Art 

Now 2026 exhibition curated by Michelle May Curry, which runs at the I Street Gallery until December 

11, 2026. Public Art Manager Karyn Miller alongside staff members presented funding 

recommendations across three flagship programs, totaling a $826,000 cross-district investment slate: 

 

1. Art Exhibition Curatorial Grant: Presented by Dr. Michelle May Curry. This program supports resident 

curators utilizing CAH’s I Street Gallery or virtual platforms. Out of 16 applications, a single panel 

recommended funding the top highest-scoring proposals in full at $35,000 each (supporting two co-

curator teams) across two categorical tracks: a Social Justice Arts theme for Winter 2027 and an Open 

Theme for Spring 2027. 

 

2. Art Bank Program: Presented by Dr. Michelle May Curry. Celebrating its 40th anniversary, this 

programmatic acquisition line purchases works from Metropolitan area visual artists to loan to District 

government workspaces. Reviewing 325 submissions across five panels on a two-round score 

threshold, the panel put forward a baseline recommendation of 71 artist acquisitions totaling $385,713. 

The team compiled proactive fallback scenarios in the event of final agency budget tranches: Option A 

funds 61 artists (unanimous panel selections) for $310,664, and Option B funds 65 artists for $332,713. 

Notably, 39% of the slate includes artists entirely new to the collection. 

 

3. Public Art Building Communities (PABC): Presented by Carrie Kennedy. This grant supports 

individual artists and nonprofits installing exterior public art visible from public spaces. Vetting 

applications across a single panel, the team recommended fully funding the top 3 applicants scoring 

above a 78% benchmark threshold for a total of $370,965. The committee also recommended a 

secondary conditional resolution to fund a 4th applicant for an additional $150,000 should supplemental 

end-of-year funding lines clear. 



 

Finance Committee | Janice Kim, Chair 

In the absence of Commissioner Kim, Resource Allocation Officer Brandon Saunders delivered the 

year-end financial baseline report. Mr. Saunders noted that while the committee did not hold a formal 

session this past week, all data sets were successfully vetted by agency leadership. As the agency 

stands two days from the closing of the active fiscal year, CAH achieved an exceptionally high year-end 

expenditure and encumbrance rate of 94.3%. Mr. Saunders explained the Championship operational 

functions of 'Month 13' routines occurring through October, allowing staff to finalize pending invoice 

processing, close out legacy purchase orders, and settle remaining facility obligations. A final closeout 

report for FY26 and the inaugural budget baselines for FY27 will be delivered at the upcoming October 

session. 

 

Governance Committee | Julianne Brienza, Chair 

Commissioner Brienza reported that the Governance Committee met to review public record 

disclosures, bimonthly Open Meetings Act quorum rules, and commissioner responsibilities. To 

streamline operational workflows, the committee welcomed Staff Attorney Advisor David St. John to 

present two key legislative instruments: 

 

1. Bylaw Amendments (Article 6, Sections 9 & 10): Mr. St. John detailed amendments accelerating the 

agency's structural planning timeline. The amendment shifts the commissioner standing committee 

preference requests from the start of the fiscal year up to May, requires the Chairperson to finalize 

leadership appointments by the June full public meeting, and mandates that incoming committee chairs 

present their full fiscal year calendars by July. Additionally, it clarifies that only designated committee 

members may formally observe closed or ad-hoc sessions to maintain Open Meetings Act compliance. 

 

2. Art Week Special Committee Extension: Mr. St. John presented an extension of the original 

November 2024 Art Week Special Committee resolution for one additional year, amending its 

operational mandates to allow meetings to occur on an as-needed basis rather than monthly. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The Full Commission addressed the formal approval of the 2026–2030 Strategic Plan Framework. The 

plan serves as the structural "North Star" governing CAH grantmaking, capacity-building, and 

operational excellence goals through 2030. 

RESOLUTIONS & VOTING BLOCKS 

Resolution 1: Approval of FY27 Grants Committee Recommendation Slate 

• Motion: Commissioner Hector J. Torres moved to adopt the multi-cohort funding recommendations for 

AHEP, East Arts, Field Trips, and PEFO as presented. 

• Second: Commissioner Carla Sims seconded the motion. 

• Vote: Chairperson Van Lee conducted a roll-call vote. Commissioners Sims, Habimana, Barry, Butler, 

Wharton, Torres, Brienza, Menkiti, O'Neill, and Steadman voted affirmatively. The motion carried. 

 

 



Resolution 2: Approval of Public Arts Committee Recommendation Slate 

• Motion: Commissioner Hector J. Torres moved to adopt the funding slates for the Curatorial Grant, Art 

Bank acquisitions, and the PABC parameters. 

• Second: Commissioner Gretchen Wharton seconded the motion. 

• Vote: Chairperson Van Lee conducted a roll-call vote. Commissioners Sims, Habimana, Barry, Butler, 

Wharton, Torres, Brienza, Menkiti, O'Neill, and Steadman voted affirmatively. The motion carried. 

 

Resolution 3: Approval of Article 6 Bylaw Amendments and Art Week Extension 

• Motion: Commissioner Julianne Brienza moved to adopt the tracked structural revisions to Article 6 

(Sections 9 and 10) and extend the Art Week Special Committee mandate. 

• Second: Commissioner Dave Steadman seconded the motion. 

• Vote: Chairperson Van Lee conducted a roll-call vote. Commissioners Sims, Habimana, Barry, Butler, 

Wharton, Torres, Brienza, Menkiti, O'Neill, and Steadman voted affirmatively. The motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

No new business items were introduced. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chairperson Van Lee announced that, there being no further business, the meeting stood adjourned at 

7:08 pm. The next regular monthly meeting of the Full Commission is scheduled for Monday, October 

26, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. 

 


